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ORANGE AND BLACK 
MHS Students Reign as 
Apple Harvest Royalty  

By Gillian Brown 

This was the 36th year that this festival has been a 
part of our town.  The Apple Harvest Festival’s 
purpose is to celebrate, and cherish the importance 
of the apple industry in the Eastern Panhandle.  
Every year, a royal court is chosen to represent the 
festival.  This year there was one queen, two 
maids, and thirteen princesses chosen from across 
the county.  In order to be in the court you must 
first submit an application that includes your GPA, 
extra-curricular activities, school involvement, and 
community service that you have accomplished.  
Then an interview is set up where one meets with 

the board members of festival, where they test your 
knowledge on the apple industry in West Virginia and 
get to know you better.  After that they then make their 
decision on who is included in the court.  This year 
Martinsburg High School girls dominated the court 
with Queen Pomona being our own Keara Heck who is 
a senior here!  Abbey Harman and Sabrina Foxx were 
selected to be the two maidens, and Gillian Brown, 
Hannah Brown, Liz Janelle, Markaya Sawyer, and 
Camila Taylor-Perotti were chosen to be princesses.  
All of these girls are seniors here at Martinsburg High.             
See APPLE HARVEST on PAGE 4 

     October is known for it haunted hayrides, haunted 
houses, corn mazes, pumpkin patches, and of course 
Halloween.. Just a little drive away from home is the 
scariest haunted attraction in America according to 
various advertisements. You guessed it, Field of 
Screams, in Mountville PA. Martinsburg Senior student 
Kaira Huff attended the Field of Screams. Huff said "it 
was the scariest thing I have ever done, but it was totally 
worth it." The Field of Scream tickets cost $34 for all 
four attractions. The four attractions are Haunted 

Hayride, Den of Darkness, Frightmare Asylum, and Nocturnal 
Wasteland. There will also be an "Extreme Black Out" on 
Friday the 13th of November. The park opens October 1st and 
continues until November 30th. The parking lot opens at 5:30. 
The gate opens at 6:00. The Haunted Hayride and Nocturnal 
Wasteland open at dusk, all other attractions open minutes after 
the gate opens. All guests have to be in the park by 11:00. Also 
all attractions will stay open until every guest has been through. 
A few tips are to get there early to avoid the rush of people and 
to pre-purchase your tickets online. 

Halloween Happenings by Erika Sherman 

Daylight Saving 
Time Means “Fall 

Back” this weekend! 

     On Sunday, 
November 1, 
2015 at 2:00 AM 
turn your clocks 
back to 1:00 AM! 



 

 

     October as we all know, is 
filled with fun fall festivities. For 
MHS those festivities usually 
involve Homecoming, and this 
year’s Footloose- themed 
Homecoming dance was no 
exception. Setup for the dance 
took some creativity to give our 
gym the “Footloose” look. Signs 
were made, lights were strung, 
mason jars decorated and hay 
bales brought in. Hay is still in 
the school to this day but it 
looked good and that’s what 
mattered. Senior Connor Belfield 
said “I liked the theme, I think it 
made the dance better.”   
According to Student Council 
ticket sales, over 550 students 
attended the dance.    

However, we can’t forget the   
Homecoming court selected by 

our student body. Freshman 
prince was Noah Hobson, 
sophomore prince was Lucas 
Duffy, junior prince was Jared 
Foreman, and senior princes 
were Carter Davis, Chase Heffle, 
Tyler Richards, and Mitch 
Bartoldson, and Vinny Powell. 
For princesses the freshman 
voted Sara Brown, sophomore 
princess was Emily Rudy, junior 
princess was Samantha Long. 
Senior princesses were Sara 
DeJarnett, Liz Janelle, Hope 
Polatty, and Kaitlin Dennis. On a 
rainy and windy Homecoming 
football game night, the 
crowning of Homecoming King 
Carter Walburn and 
Homecoming Queen Abbey 
Harman took place.  

 

Homecoming Footloose-Style Proves to be a Success By Jared Foreman 

 

Tryouts for Winter Sports to Begin Soon By Hunter Martin 

 
      As the season changes so do the sporting events for the Bulldogs.  Students be aware that we have many 
more fall/winter sports approaching.  Girls’ basketball tryouts will begin November 9th. The boys’ basketball 
tryouts are being held November 16th.  Both of those seasons will carry us through the winter.  One of 
Martinsburg’s players, Chris McAboy has high hopes for the season.  He said, “We hope to make it back to 
states, but this year we hope to win it!”   

     The Wrestling season is also right around the corner. The team has been looking for new recruits. If you are 
interested in wrestling, see a current wrestler for more info or stop by their table in the cafeteria. The swim 
season will also be starting soon.  If you enjoy competitive swimming this may be the sport for you. If you are 
not interested in joining any of these fall/winter sports, you can still come out and support your fellow 
Bulldogs!  

        

 

Homecoming Queen Abbey Harman and 
Homecoming King Carter Walburn 

 

 
 



 

 

Acclaimed Writer Nikki 
Giovanni Visits MHS 

By Angel Yanni 

 

   Nikki Giovanni came to Martinsburg High 
School on Wednesday, October 7th at 9:30 
A.M, to talk to the students about how she 
became so successful in her writing career.  

   Ms. Rhonda Foreman, English teacher at 
Martinsburg High School, is who is in charge 
of these programs. “Since 2004, I have been 
working with Shepherd University to bring the 
recipient of the Appalachian Heritage Writers 
Award to Martinsburg High School to speak 
to students,” Foreman explained. Giovanni 
was this year’s recipient of this award. Each 
year there is a different poet who speaks to the 
students at Martinsburg.    

   The AP and Honors classes that were able to 
attend her appearance read pieces out of her 
book, Chasing Utopia, beforehand to get to 
know Nikki Giovanni as a writer and to 
determine the questions they’d like to ask her 
during her visit.  “The ‘Significance of Poetry’ 
was my favorite poem because it shows how 
important poetry is and how it uses vivid 
imagery to keep the reader engaged in the 
whole experience” explained Kaya Sawyer, 
senior at MHS.  

   As Giovanni was talking she began speaking 
of her life and how she became who she is 
today. Many students enjoyed her spunky 
upbeat attitude, and appreciated her opinions 
and views on life. “She had a great personality 
and she was not afraid to let her opinions be 
known.  Nikki Giovanni was very personable 
and humble,” stated Sawyer.  

    Some of Giovanni’s greater 
accomplishments are her collections: Re: 
Creation (1970), Love Poems (1997), and the 
collected poems of Nikki Giovanni (2003). 
Her work is typically recognized by her open 
opinion to racial pride and her love and 
respect for family. Martinsburg was greatly 
honored by the presence of Nikki Giovanni, 
and is anxious to find out who will become 
the next recipient to visit the high school 
within the upcoming year.  

 



 

 

     Every year there are many exciting events to attend during the Apple 
Harvest Festival!  Probably the most anticipated event is the parade that 
begins on Saturday afternoon that includes some of Martinsburg’s finest 
people, groups, and organizations.  There is also the Apple Trample, 
which is a 5k and everyone is encouraged to run.  The Queen’s 
coronation is on Friday evening located at the Apollo Theater, where 
anyone is welcome to come and see the court members and watch the 
Queen be crowned.  On Saturday evening, Night in the Park at War 
Memorial Park is a very fun event to attend if you enjoy dancing, and 
music performed by a live band!  The Arts and Crafts Vintage Show goes 
on all day Sunday at the round house, where people can come and admire 
as well as purchase beautiful artwork created by the people of 
Martinsburg.  There are plenty of events to keep you busy all weekend 
long! 

 I was lucky enough to get to interview Queen Pomona the 36th, 
Keara Heck.  When asked what her favorite event was, she stated “My 
favorite event was the coronation on Friday night, because it was the first 
time the public ever got to see my dress.  The best part was walking 
towards the stage and hearing the audience’s reactions.”  She really was 
breathtaking!  Every year during the Queen’s reign, she chooses a topic 
to focus her community service towards.  When asked what she wanted 
to focus on this year she replied, “I want to focus on childrens literacy by 
going to different schools and reading.  While there, I will take that time 
to also educate the children on the agriculture in West Virginia.”  The 
Apple Harvest Festival is truly an exciting event to be a part of.  Just take 
the Queen’s word for it!  When asked how she would sum up the entire 
weekend, she exclaimed “The weekend as a whole was amazing!  I can 
honestly say it was the best weekend of my life and I would definitely 
urge other girls to apply for future courts of the Apple Harvest Festival!” 

 

APPLE HARVEST 
continued from page 1… 

Donec 
interdum 

Consectetuer: 

Are You As Organized As You Could Be? 

By Olivia Hickman-Creamer 

    Organization is a key part of success in life.  Not only is it a key part of life but it is also a key part of 
succeeding here at Martinsburg High School. “Organize for success” is a Bulldog belief here. “There are 
plenty of ways to organize yourself to succeed in every class” states Mr. Donald Brown, English teacher. 
Mr. Brown says it is important to “start every day with a new goal in mind for the day so you have 
something to accomplish by the end of the day.” Students should also carry a planner to write down 
homework assignments and test dates. It is also important to manage your time wisely so that you have at 
least an hour for homework and studying each evening. In order to study properly it is a plus to have good 
note-taking skills.  You never want to write every single word down, learn how to only write what is 
important. Mr. Brown suggests that students should “make good use of the note section on your cell 
phone. 

 

 
Queen Pomona XXXVI Keara Heck 

 



 

 

     Many of you have already heard of the Pope's visit to Washington, DC or even witnessed it 
on live television. This man's visitation to the US is memorable because of his position and the 
amount of respect he's gained worldwide.  The pope IS one of a kind and there is only one Pope 
at a time so anyone can see the reason for the immense excitement.  

     Pope Francis is recognized for his powerful aura of happiness and calm, strong character, 
and life-affecting messages. 20,000 people of all ages were present at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in D.C.  Children waved their hands and cheered while 
adults bellowed with joy. MHS senior, Steven Pavlik attended a field trip with his church group 
to see the Pope the day he was present in Washington, D.C.  Pavlik has shared his experience 
with the MHS newspaper team. 

 Pavlik claimed his greatest appreciation of the event was the fact that he got "to go and see him 
and that he was present" and "got to see someone become a saint." Pavlik also shared what 
words the Pope spoke to the crowd, stuck with him. He says Francis stated that "we need to 
tear down the wall of just being Catholic and be more open to people and loving." 

 Pavlik described the crowd as "crazy" and "electric." He says he witnessed people standing on 
the piers yelling at the pope in excitement and everyone screaming very loudly. However, 
people did begin to settle down when Pope Francis began to speak. Pavlik also says he could 
not understand most of the speech because it was spoken in another language but after it was 
translated he did think deeply about the meaning of the speech. He also said people he spoke to 
after announced their desire to become priests because they were so touched by the Pope's 
words. 

 

MHS Student Attends Service Led by Pope Francis  
By Iason Robertson 
 

Pope Francis 

Photo of Pope Francis taken by MHS student Steven Pavlik during the 
Pope’s visit to the United States 



 

 

Time to Get Your Fall Fashion Wardrobe Ready! By Veronica Carden 

     Fall is here, which means new trends to go with the season.  For some, it means 
bringing out the sweaters, boots, chunky necklaces, and jackets.  For others, this is the 
season of extra layers.  Whatever the case, everyone has their own look for the season - 
but some are more prevalent than others. 

     When asked about what trends are currently in for fall 2016, senior Abbey Harman 
said, "Definitely darker colors: plums and browns."  She also said anything can be 
layered for the colder weather.  As to where to achieve this look, she said  “Goodwill, 
consignment shops ‘There are some great ones in Shepherdstown’., Urban Outfitters, and 
Topshop are great options.  Ideas and insight can also be found in magazines such as 
Vogue, Glamour, and Instyle. 

     As far as winter trends and predictions, Harman says she definitely sees the fall trends 
carrying into winter, and the next season may even bring in some 80s inspired styles.  All 
great predictions!  Fashion is all about finding a look of your own, and fall is the perfect 
season to do so! 

 

 

Sophomores ready for fall! (L to R) Abigail 
Rose, Brigette Anders, Grace Aulabaugh, 
and Kaysie Hockman 

Senior Abbey Harman sporting 
the fall fashion! 



 

 

      American Horror Story is an “American anthology” horror television series, created by the 
creators of Glee, Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk. There are 5 seasons and each one follows a 
different story line, with a different setting and a different time period. The first season, “Murder 
House,” takes place in Los Angeles, California, during the year 2011. A family moves into a house 
which is haunted by its previous, deceased owners. Season 2, “Asylum,” takes place in 
Massachusetts during the early 1960’s. It tells the stories of the of the patients and staff at the 
institution for the criminally insane. “Coven,” the third season, takes place during the year 2013 in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Five witches and their leaders fight against a group that are out to make 
sure that all witches become extinct. “Freak show,” the fourth season, takes place in Jupiter, Florida 
during 1952. It centers around one of the last freak shows remaining in America. The 5th season, 
Hotel, currently airs on FX network on Wednesdays at 9 P.M.. MHS senior, Selah Garrett says “it's 
an original; it's not like any show I've ever seen.”   
 

Popular Horror Show Begins 5th Season 
By Alexis Mosby 

  “Billboard Top 100 Hits" lists the 2015 new songs. Coming in on 
top is "The Hills" by The weekend, first runner up is "Hotline Bling" 
by Drake, after coming in 3rd place is "What do you mean" by Justin 
Bieber, 4th "Watch me" by Silento, 5th "679" by Fetty Wap, ft. 
Remy Boyz. Martinsburg High School senior Qumaine Napper 
states, "I decide my new music by the lyrics, what situation I am in 
so I can relate, and good quality instrumental", when asked what he 
bases his new music on. Another senior at MHS Krista Jenkins said 
that she uses Spotify to find new music because it has a lot of music 
to choose from and she can listen to it whenever with no ads. Many 
music lovers also use iTunes for iPhone users to find new music, or 
Google play store for Android users.  

 

 

New Music Tops the Charts 
By Katiaya Napper 
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Presidential Poll 
Update 

   Currently for the Democratic 
Party, Hillary Clinton is still in 
the lead with Bernie Sanders 
directly behind her.   

   As for the Republicans, 
Donald Trump is no longer 
taking the lead. Retired 
neurosurgeon, Ben Carson has 
surpassed Trump. During the 
latest poll, Ben Carson acquired 
26%, beating Trump by about 4 
points.  

     Stay informed about the 
candidates so that you know all 
about the person you or your 
parents are electing for 
President of the United States. 

 

Corny Halloween Jokes  
Q: What do Italian ghosts eat on Halloween?  
A: Fettucinni Afraid-o!  
Q: What do ghosts eat for breakfast? A: Boo-
Berries!  
Q: Why doesn’t anybody like Dracula?  
A: He has a bat temper!  
Q: When does a ghost have breakfast?  
A: In the moaning!  
Q: What did the bird say on Halloween?  
A: Trick or tweet!  
Q: What do you call three witches living together?  
A: Broommates!  
Q: What tops off a ghost’s ice cream sundae?  
A: Whipped scream!  
Q: What happens when a ghost gets lost in the fog?  
A: He is mist!  
Q: What is a Mummie’s favorite type of music?  
A: Wrap!  
Q: What’s a Vampire’s least favorite song?  
A: Another one bites the dust!  
 
 

 

 

 

 


